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                Convert PDFs, document images and scans with unmatched accuracy.
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            FineReader PDF for iOS 
                Capture docs and books, create PDF and JPEG files and extract texts from scans.
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                Capture text and tables without retyping.


        




        



                                            
        
               

        
            FineReader Server
                Deploy a server-based, large-volume OCR solution for document conversion.
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                Benefit from flexible options for small, medium and enterprise customers.
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                What makes FineReader PDF a practical replacement for Acrobat
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                Deploy one organization-wide solution on multiple workstations with flexible licensing options.
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                Install on your desktop and start working more efficiently with your PDFs.
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For more than 30 years, we’ve helped companies and organizations manage their digital transformations and improve the modern digital enterprise.
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Old European languages and gothic fonts

Digitizing old texts: Gothic/Fraktur OCR

ABBYY has been developing OCR for digitizing old books since 2003, and now it supports Black Letter, Schwabacher, and most other Gothic fonts in English, German, French, Italian, Spanish and Latvian Gothic.


  

                          
                          
  
              
The challenge: digitizing old texts


	
Black letter fonts

Black Letter fonts, also known as “Gebrochene Schriften,” or broken scripts, first emerged as early as the 12th century, and evolved over the years to consist of a variety of derivations and font types.


	
Fraktur typeface

The Fraktur typeface, dominant in Germany, was created on behalf of the German Emperor Maximilian and soon became popular in many parts of Europe.


	
Characteristics and peculiarities

Common characteristics and peculiarities of the type include the elongated s and ligatures, or “joined” letters for certain letter combinations. The frequency of its application makes the understanding of Fraktur essential for studying text and developing recognition technologies for the period between 1800 and 1938.


	
Digital information

Now that the worldwide flow of information is becoming digital, and digital library collections are being created, so it is important to start to make historic documents available online.


	
Scanning

Scanning is just the first step - Optical Character Recognition is just as important to “open” the content for humans, for search and for other analysis technologies.







  

                          
                          
  
              
Recognition of old European documents and Gothic Fonts in books printed in 18th-20th centuries is available in the software products ABBYY FineReader PDF and ABBYY FineReader Server.

If you are developing your own software systems for recognizing text in historical documents, the software development kit ABBYY FineReader Engine or the web-based recognition service ABBYY Cloud OCR SDK can be integrated into your software to add the requested functionality for recognizing Gothic fonts.
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